 We measure the contribution of early childhood and school influences to the cognitive gap between urban and rural eight-year-old children in Peru.  We argue and empirically illustrate how our decomposition strategy is less prone to biases than those employed before.  We find that school influences occurring between ages 6 and 8 account for a significant share of urban/rural cognitive gap (around 35%).  The share attributable to early childhood influences is important but no larger than 50%.
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